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Principal’s message

Mr. Richard Hi l lebrand

Within this  edit ion you wi l l  again see the range of

activ it ies  that our students are involved in  and how

they enhance the education that the school  provides

from pre-KG al l  the way to Grade 12.
        As we enter  the f inal  month of  this  term, the

pace and var iety of  l i fe  at  TRINS does not slacken.

Languages week celebrated both the languages taught

at the school  and those spoken within the school

community.  The abi l ity to communicate in  more than

one language is ,  indeed,  a  ‘superpower’  and we should

not take for  granted how widespread this  is  within our

school  community.  It  supports both the international

mindedness and the pr ide in  our Malayal i  context that

are integral  to the school ’s  ethos.
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Visual  art  students from Grade 6 to 9 part ic ipated in  a  var iety of  d ig ital  art

workshops or  conferences conducted by a  French art ist ,  Aurel ien Jeanney,  on 20th

November at  the Al l iance Francaise of  Tr ivandrum.  He is  an art  d irector  and

mult id isc ipl inary art ist  at  Maison Tangible.  His  work has won international  awards,

including pr izes in  Canada (Graf ika,  Numix)  and France (Cannes L ions) .  Our

students interacted with him,  explored his  universe,  h is  moving images and his

v irtual  and augmented real ity.  They understood how technologies wi l l  impact the

future of  Art,  the perception of  Art.They part ic ipated to 3 workshops:
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DIGITAL ART WORKSHOP

Hands-on AR & VR Activ it ies:  Create your own AR poster  us ing architectural

modules and design tools.

Modulo Bui ld ings Appl icat ion:  Once your poster  is  created,  you’ l l  repl icate your

design using the Modulo Bui ld ings app on a  computer,  f ine-tuning shapes and

colors  to match your v is ion.

·Br inging Designs to L ife:  Watch as your stat ic  poster  transforms into an

animated exper ience through the Maison Tangible app,  offer ing a  mesmeriz ing

AR animation that makes your creat iv ity spr ing to l i fe.
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The Second Language department organised an assembly on 18th November,

showcasing l inguist ic  d ivers ity and cultural  r ichness.  The assembly,  integrat ing al l

second languages:  Hindi ,  Malayalam, French,  Spanish,  and German.  Students

enthusiast ical ly  part ic ipated in  var ious cultural  and footbal l-related programmes,

highl ighting their  talents.  

 

Throughout the week,  the Second Language Department conducted l iterary

competit ions dur ing lessons,  encompassing:

 

1 .  Recitat ion

2.  Elocution

3.  S inging songs

 

Students showcased their  l inguist ic  sk i l ls  in  their  respective second languages,

foster ing conf idence and creat iv ity.

LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT ASSEMBLY
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Fi lm Festival  held in  the seminar  hal l ,  featur ing short f i lms in  al l  second languages.

This  engaging event al lowed students to explore diverse c inematic perspectives.

Compl imentary popcorn added to the fest ive atmosphere.

FILM FESTIVAL
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The PYP L iteracy Day event,  Fete Bookaroo 24-25,  was a  h ighly antic ipated and fun-

f i l led celebrat ion of  l iteracy,  where students of  al l  grades engaged in  excit ing and

educational  act iv it ies  ta i lored to their  specif ic  grade levels.

Grade 1  students part ic ipated in  a  Noun Relay Race and Story Bui ld ing sess ion,  whi le

Grade 2 enjoyed Snake and Ladder on Preposit ions and word creat ion.  Grade 3 engaged in

Dumb Charades and book reviews,  and Grade 4 wrote scr ipts and made chocolate,

blending creat iv ity and learning in  fun,  interactive act iv it ies  along with Recipe Writ ing.

Grade 5 students met Ms.  Khyrunnisa.  They al l  ventured wr it ing poetry and part ic ipated

in JAM, exper iencing oratory ski l ls .  They also took part in  DEAR sess ions and watched

l iterature-related movies,  deepening their  love for  reading.

PYP LITERACY DAY
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As part of  the Language Week celebrat ions,  students from Grades 5 to 8 had an

exclusive opportunity to meet renowned chi ldren’s  author from Tr ivandrum, 

Ms.  Khyrunnisa A.  on Tuesday,  19th November.  A pr ize-winning author of  chi ldren’s

f ict ion,  she created the popular  comic character  Butterf ingers for  the chi ldren’s

magazine,  T inkle.  A prol if ic  speaker,  academician and columnist,  Ms.  Khyrunnisa wr ites

for  adults too.  After  the interaction,  Ms.  Khyrunnisa conducted a book s igning also for

the students.  

LANGUAGE WEEK CELEBRATION
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     IGCSE Enterpr ise is  a  subject introduced this  year.  On 13th November,  the

Grade 9 Enterpr ise students v is ited the Perunguzhi  coir  factory.  They had fun

learning more about the different types of  coir  and they were g iven a  chance to

exper ience making the coir  ropes,  which our student loved.  We had v is ited both

the units  of  the Perunguzhi  factory and were g iven a  tour by Mr.  Aj ith,  the

President,  and Mrs.  Anitha,  the manager of  the coir  factory.  Both Mr.  Aj ith and

Mrs.  Anitha very pat iently answered the questions of  our students about the

coir  manufactur ing process,  production rates,  process t ime and var ious other

information.
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PERUNGUZHI COIR FACTORY VISIT
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     As part  of  our UOI theme,  "How the World Works,"  the Grade 1  students

vis ited the Coir  Factory in  Perunguzhi  on 20th November.  The purpose of  this

f ield tr ip was to explore how natural  mater ials  can be transformed into useful

products for  our everyday l ives.  The chi ldren had a  fantast ic  t ime learning how

the coconut’s  outer  shel l  is  processed into husk and then turned into ropes.  They

thoroughly enjoyed the exper ience and are thankful  to Mr.  Ani lkumar for  h is

detai led explanation.  
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UOI THEME: "HOW THE WORLD WORKS"
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HATTER'S DAY:  A WHIMSICAL WOW WEDNESDAY 

We are del ighted to share that WOW Wednesday of  PK 1  and PK 2 at  TRINS ELC

celebrated on 20 November was a  truly magical  celebrat ion,  as  we embraced the

whimsical  theme of Hatter’s  Day!  The chi ldren,  with the loving guidance of  their

parents,  had an unforgettable t ime creat ing their  own unique hats at  home.  The

hats were a  beautiful  d isplay of  creat iv ity,  with each one reflecting the chi ld’s

personal ity and imaginat ion.  The highl ight of  the day was the joyful  ramp walk,

where the chi ldren,  pa ired together,  proudly showcased their  stunning creat ions.

It  was a  day f i l led with laughter,  bonding,  and pure excitement.
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A SYMPHONY OF SOUNDS: KG1'S LITERARY FEST

On 20th November,  our  KG1 Technopark students had a  del ightful  t ime at the

Literary Fest,  immersing themselves in  a  world of  sounds and words.  The chi ldren

enthusiast ical ly  explored different sounds by saying words that began with each

sound,  sparking cur ios ity and joy in  their  learning.  They also enjoyed the engaging

activ ity of  Sound Musical  Chair ,  where they identif ied and responded to var ious

sounds with excitement and energy.  The day was a  wonderful  celebrat ion of

language and auditory explorat ion,  leaving smiles on the faces of  our l ittle

learners.
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TRICKY WORDS MADE FUN: KG2'S 4TH LITERARY FEST

On 20th November,  the KG2 chi ldren at TRINS ELC Technopark enthusiast ical ly

part ic ipated in  their  4th L iterary Fest,  which focused on Tr icky Words.  The event

kicked off  with an engaging game of Musical  Chairs ,  where chi ldren read the

tr icky word on the chair  they landed on.  This  was fol lowed by an excit ing Memory

Game that tested their  recal l  and concentrat ion as they matched tr icky words.

The fun continued with hopscotch and a game of Snakes and Ladders,  both

incorporat ing tr icky words to re inforce their  learning.  To wrap up,  the chi ldren

completed an act iv ity where they identif ied and c ircled tr icky words,  further

sol id ify ing their  understanding in  a  fun and interactive way.  
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EXPLORING THE COIR FACTORY: GRADE 1 ’S INSIGHT INTO SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTION

On 20th November,  Grade 1  had a  fascinat ing and educational  exper ience by

vis it ing the Coir  factory at  Per inkuzh as part  of  their  current theme - How the

world works.  This  factory provided a deep dive into how this  eco-fr iendly

mater ial  is  processed and transformed into var ious products.
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SHOWCASE OF TALENT AND CREATIVITY:  GRADE 2 ASSEMBLY

On 18th November,  Grade 2 hosted a v ibrant Talent Assembly,  beginning with a

heartfelt  sk it  on The Giv ing Tree,  shar ing a  powerful  message of  k indness.  The

event featured captivat ing dance,  Kalar i ,  and s inging performances,  including a

del ightful  presentation about the solar  system. It  was a  celebrat ion of  creat iv ity,

learning and the unique talents of  our young stars!

BOOKAROO LITERACY FEST:  A DAY OF FUN AND LEARNING FOR GRADES 1  AND 2

On Tuesday,  19th November,  Grades 1  and 2 celebrated the L iteracy Fest

Bookaroo,  f i l led with excit ing and educational  act iv it ies.  Grade 1  engaged in  a

noun relay race and story-bui ld ing,  whi le  Grade 2 had fun with Snake and Ladder

on preposit ions and a  word game.  The day also included a screening of  The L ion

King for  Grade 2 and The L ittle Bear  for  Grade 1 .  It  concluded with D.E.A.R.  (Drop

Everything And Read) t ime,  where students enjoyed reading their  favour ite

books.
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Sasthamangalam Campus

On Wednesday,  20th November,  the KG2 chi ldren of  the City Campus enthusiast ical ly

part ic ipated in  a  creat ive and engaging act iv ity to re inforce their  knowledge of  Tr icky

Words as part  of  the 4th L it  Fest ser ies.  The highl ight was a  l ively Musical  Chairs

game,  where each chair  featured a  tr icky word.  As the music played,  chi ldren joyful ly

moved around,  and when it  stopped,  they had to read the word on their  chosen chair

and create a  sentence using it .  A big round of  applause goes to Ms.  Swapna Nair ,  the

HRT of KG2,  for  her  thoughtful  planning and mentor ing.  Her innovative approach to

combining learning with play has not only enr iched the chi ldren’s  language ski l ls  but

also empowered them to express their  understanding creat ively and meaningfully.

14

Tr i vandrum .  S a sthamanga lam .  Technopark

We e k  2 2                                                                                                               2 6 th  No vemb er  2 024

CITY KG2 FOURTH LIT FEST :  TRICKY WORD MUSICAL CHAIR
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Sasthamangalam Campus

On Wednesday,  20th November,  the KG1 chi ldren of  TRINS Sasthamangalam Campus

took part in  an excit ing Letter  Hunt game as part  of  their  4th L it  Fest ser ies.  The

young learners eagerly searched for  h idden letters,  and upon f inding one,  conf idently

spelled out the sound of  the letter  and shared a  word associated with it .
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CITY KG1 FOURTH LIT FEST :  LETTER HUNT ADVENTURE

On Wednesday,  20th November,  the preschoolers  of  City ELC embraced the joy and

whimsy of  Hatter 's  Day as part  of  the Wow Wednesday Ser ies.  The day was br imming

with excitement as the l ittle  ones arr ived donning a  del ightful  var iety of  hats—big,

small ,  colorful ,  story- inspired,  food-themed,  and more!  

ELC WOW WEDNESDAY SERIES:  HATTER'S DAY CELEBRATION
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The students from Grade 5 to Grade 12 successful ly  part ic ipated in  the International

French Competit ion organised by the Prayatna Educational  Society from 12th

November to 15th November.  The competit ion was a  valuable learning exper ience for

the students,  a l lowing them to apply their  French language ski l ls  in  a  global  context.
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Student Achievement

INTERNATIONAL FRENCH COMPETITION

The TRINS boys senior  basketbal l  team competed in  the St Thomas Basketbal l

Championship on 18th and 19th November.  The team f in ished second,  having won its

f i rst  match against the Government Model  School  27-5 and the semi-f inal  against St

Thomas School  31-18.  In the f inal ,  the team was beaten by Loyola,  37-35.  Marcus

Joseph of  9IG was recognised as the promis ing player  of  the tournament.

Congratulat ions to the team and to Mr.  Arun.  

BASKET BALL CHAMPIONSHIP
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Dr.  S in i  Regi  Thomas,  Head of  the SEN Department,  was a  speaker at  the World

Conference of  the International  Counci l  for  Education of  People with Visual

Impairment (ICEVI) ,  held from 14th to 16th November 2024,  in  Ahmedabad,  Gujarat.

Her paper,  'Ready for  Inclusion? But I  Am an Infant. . . ' ,  sparked cr it ical  reviews and

discussions among delegates.  The event saw part ic ipat ion from representatives of  67

countr ies,  making it  a  global  platform for  exchanging ideas on inclusive education.  
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Ms. Shal in i  Bose presented a sess ion on 16th and 17th November,  2024 on the topic

'Inclusion and Advocacy:  Empowering Chi ldren on the Autism Spectrum to Become

Active Contr ibutors to Society'  at  the Zonal  Conference on 'Redefin ing Communicat ion

Intervention for  Chi ldren with Autism Spectrum Disorder:  Current Trends and Future

Prospects'  held at the Chi ld Development Centre.
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On Saturday,  16th November 2024,  Ms.  Amritha Renganath attended a sess ion t it led

"Unlock Creat iv ity:  Ignite Out-of-the-Box Thinking in  Your Classroom".  The workshop

was conducted by Ms.  Greshma Momaya,  a  Pedagogical  Expert and Founding Pr incipal

of  Prarthana World School .

Ms.  Amritha Renganath 
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Ms. Karthika Raj  has secured free admiss ion for  the School  Inclusion Tra in ing

Programme 2024,  offered by Ummeed Chi ld Development Center Mumbai .  Ummeed is  a

renowned inst itution that provides special ised care for  most developmental

disabi l it ies.  We wish her  a  good learning exper ience.  

As Ms.  Merly and Ms.  Sonia  attended and completed tra in ing workshops for  Cambridge

Lower Secondary Mathematics and Engl ish in  Chennai  on 18th and 19th November.

 Ms.  Merly  Ms.  Sonia

Ms.  Karthika Raj  
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Mr. Sanjay Prabhakaran,  Group Head – IB Pr imary Years

Programme, br ings over  20 years of  exper ience in  the

International  Baccalaureate Pr imary Years Programme (IB

PYP),  with a  strong focus on foster ing inquiry-based

learning and student-centred education.  For  the past

decade,  he has been an integral  part  of  Tr ivandrum

International  School  (TRINS),  leading the PYP team,

contr ibuting to the school ’s  recognit ion as a  top-ranked

inst itution,  and establ ishing two feeder schools:  the Early

Learning Centre (ELC) in  Tr ivandrum and Cochin

International  School  (CIS)  in  Ernakulam.Mr.  Sanjay Prabhakaran

As a  member of  the IB Educator  Network (IBEN) for  13 years,  Sanjay has faci l itated

workshops for  educators worldwide and led school  author isat ion processes for  IB

accreditat ion.  His  expert ise l ies  in  developing robust PYP frameworks,  dr iv ing

profess ional  development,  and creat ing environments that support the hol ist ic

growth of  students and educators.

Sanjay’s  leadership reflects h is  commitment to col laborat ive learning,  innovation in

education,  and nurtur ing thr iv ing school  communit ies.
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Ms. Anupama Nambiar ,  Head of  Department,  Engl ish,  has

11  years of  teaching exper ience and over s ix  years at

TRINS,  Ms.  Anupama oversees the implementation of  the

Engl ish L iterature and Language programme across the

School .  She is  a  Cambridge Assessment Special ist

Examiner,  IBDP Engl ish Examiner,  and Extended Essay

Supervisor .  She has the exper ience of  working as a

content developer for  Pearson Education South Asia ,

where she developed her interest and strength in

curr iculum development,  lesson planning,  and del iver ing

targeted feedback to enhance student learning.   Ms.   Anupama Nambiar

Ms.  Anupama fosters emotional  intel l igence in  her  students and f i rmly bel ieves that

teaching and learning thr ive through meaningful  relat ionships—where trust and

communicat ion help them grow both academical ly  and personal ly.  A pass ionate

advocate for  student independence,  she str ives to empower them to persevere

through setbacks and cult ivate res i l ience.  For  her ,  the students are the ‘software

updates’ ,  keeping her  adaptable and intune with evolv ing ideas!
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Ms. Jyothi  Unnithan

Ms.  Jyothi  Unnithan,  ICSE Coordinator ,  HoD Computer

Science,  SAT examination Coordinator.  S ince 2014,  her

diverse responsibi l it ies  at  TRINS have included overseeing

internal  examinations for  grades 6 to 12,  managing

standardized test ing (SAT,  PSAT 9/10,  PSAT/NMSQT),

br inging with her  the breadth of  24 years of  teaching

exper ience (of  which 12 years was in  h igher education).

After  her  Post Graduate education in  Computer

Appl icat ions,  Ms.  Jyothi ’s  career  began with a  sol id

foundation in  software development at the Department of

Power,  Kerala  Government,  where her  technical  and

practical  foundation set her  f i rmly towards a  hol ist ic

approach to teaching Computer Science.
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She then transit ioned to academia as  a  Lecturer  in  Computer Science at Kerala

Univers ity and in  the UAE teaching undergraduate and postgraduate programs.  She

later  jo ined Cambridge International  School  in  Dubai ,  where she taught IGCSE and A

Level  Computer Science.

Known for  her  dedicat ion and depth of  knowledge,  Ms.  Jyothi  continues to inspire

students and col leagues,  with her  pass ion for  education and commitment to academic

excellence.  
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Mr. Ani l  Mathew

Mr.  Ani l  Mathew, Group Cater ing Manager,  a  seasoned

cul inary expert over  the last 3 decades,  has been an

integral  member of  Tr ivandrum International  School  s ince

the School ’s  inception in  2003.

He graduated from the Inst itute of  Hotel  Management,

Cater ing Technology & Appl ied Nutr it ion,  Chennai ,  in  1988.

He has s ince worked at hotels  l ike the Le Merid ien,  Kovalam

and the Ashok Hotel ,  New Delhi .

He is  a lso a  cert if ied tra iner  in  food preparat ion,  recognized by the Indian Society for

Tra in ing and Development (ISTD),  a  post-graduate in  Business Management and a

prof ic ient speaker of  Japanese!

His  unique recipes in  var ious cuis ines and str ingent high standards have created

dishes in  our k itchen that have consistently del ighted our alumni  and students over

the last 21  years at  TRINS.
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Upcoming Events & Holidays

 

28th November 2024 -  Grade 10 To 11  

                                           Or ientat ion Taster  lessons & 

                                           Parent Or ientat ion

29th November 2024 -  EY & ELC Sports Day 

3rd December 2024 -   Montage 2024 (Engl ish Fest ival)

6th December 2024 -  9IG & 12A2 Open House

11th December 2024 -  10IG & 11AS Open House

                                 

                                   

                                   

 

Events
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